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Greeting in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

        “Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "So! You  

         who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down from the   
          cross and save yourself!" (Mark 15:29-30) 

Truth is precious to human life in all of its dimensions, because it alone allows us to come to 

terms with reality. If your beliefs about your automobile are false, you are going to have unpleas-

ant run-ins with reality. And that is true of everything, from investments, to personal relations, to 

God. Truth is not everything, but without it nothing goes right. And when we think about the 

Christian gospel and what we do as a Christian people, we must understand them in the category of 

truth, as indispensable information. If we don’t see the Christian gospel in that light, we simply 

haven’t understood it. Jesus’ words are the best information on the subjects of greatest importance 

to human beings—whether they know it or not. He is the only solid foundation for our ideas. 

The Lord calls each of us to the cross in order for all the things that are alive in our flesh to die.  

Every day we are invited by the enemy of our souls to love ourselves and come away from the 

cross. 

What are the signs that you have come off the cross?  When you are overly concerned with 

appearance, you have come off the cross.  When the words of others cause you to react and defend, 

you have come off the cross.  When you strive to have your world in perfect order, you have come 

off the cross.  When you complain about circumstances, you have come off the cross. The way of 

the cross means letting go and letting God have His way in every matter, every relationship, and 

every outcome.  

Francois de Fenedon was a man who lived in the 1600’s and was considered the most godly 

man of his time, and he said, “When God starts to deal with the old nature He heads straight for the 

center of all that you hold most dear.  Allow Him to bring you to the cross in the very center of 

who you are.  Don’t grumble and become agitated when the process starts.  Silence and peace will 

help you much more than being upset.  To bear the cross simply, without letting your self-love add 

all sorts of dilemmas to it, will make your life easier.  When you accept the cross simply allow it to 

do the work God intended, you will be happy because you will see what good fruit is produced in 

you.” 

In Philippians 3:18-21 the apostle Paul summed up the way of the cross this way, “For, as I 

have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the 

cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 
shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await 

a Savior from there, the LORD Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring every-

thing under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

Let the cross have its way in you! 

As we head into March things seem hopeful.  Spring is near, Daylight Saving time begins, and 

the Season of Lent takes us to and past the cross to the Resurrection.  March will be an active 

month here at Mount Bethel UMC.  On March 5th the Youth will sponsor a Shove Tuesday Pan-

cake Supper.  On March 6th we begin the Lenten Season with our Ash Wednesday Service.  Sun-

day, March 10th Daylight Saving Time begins.  Monday, March 11th is the Men’s Sponsored Red 

Cross Blood Donation Drive.  On Sunday the 24th the Church Council will meeting at 7:00 pm to 

discuss any business of the church which needs to be addressed.  And of course each Sunday even-

ing of Lent we will have our Lenten Renewal Services at 6:00 pm.  In addition to those things our 

choir will be preparing for our Easter Cantata to be presented on the evening of April 14th.  I en-

courage everyone to participate as fully as possible in all these activities. 

Please remember all those on our collective prayer list, and as always I want to remind you to 

continue to pray for the pastor and staff of your church.   

 Love in Christ, Pastor Dale       

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/mark/15/
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/philippians/3/
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God’s  Kids  Club   Spring is in the air.  Can you see it?  Can you feel it?  Can you smell it?  I have seen some 

beautiful yellow daffodils, felt it's soft petals, and smelt it's wonderful fragrance (then I started to sneeze and cough due to my aller-

gies).  When I see, feel, and smell the daffodils, I know that spring is almost here.   

The God Kid's Club (GKC) gathered on February 10th.  After lunch ("pack your own" or hot dogs with the Boys Scouts) we 

started with a simple trick.  Yes, the trick was simple, but impossible to do.  See if you can do it - stand sideways with your right 

shoulder and right foot (side of foot) touching the wall (both must touch the wall).  Now lean your right side of your head against 

the wall.  Your right shoulder, right foot, and right side of face should all be touching the wall.  Now lift your left foot.  This trick 

could not be done.  Then we talked about how some tricks are mean that can hurt our feelings or physically hurt you.  God wants us 

to treat other people with love and kindness.  We want to do good things for people - not make them feel bad with mean tricks.  

Then we talked about "tricky touch."  Sometimes things are tricky because they're not what you think they are.  Snakes are 

tricky because you think they're slimy, but they're really smooth and dry.  Snakes are an example of a tricky touch.  Each person had 

the opportunity to put their hand in a bag while not peeking in the bag and feel what was in the bag.  They were instructed not to tell 

what they felt.  After everyone had a chance to feel what was in the bag, they were asked what they thought they had felt.  They 

guessed the smooth stone correctly and thought the fur was a furry stuffed animal.  They had no idea what the wrinkles were on the 

beard of the Santa pin and thought the slimy cooked spaghetti was worms.  We learned that sometimes our sense of touch could 

trick us.  The items in the bag helped us with the story of Jacob and Essau about how a tricky touch was a mean trick. When the 

word "hairy" was read, the fur was held up.  Likewise when "smooth" was read, the smooth stone was held up, "wrinkled," the San-

ta pin, and "slippery," the cooked spaghetti. 

After the story we talked about Essau felt when he learned how Jacob had stolen his blessing and was it a good idea to play this 

kind of trick.  Jacob played a mean trick on Essau and his father.  God wasn't happy with what Jacob did.  God never tricks us, and 

God doesn't want us to trick others.  God wants us to do kinds things for others and not hurt them or do mean tricks.  

"Love Is No Trick" -  the kids held a piece of paper at arms' length away with two hearts drawn on the paper.  One heart had the 

word "God" and the other heart had "You."  They were told to look at the paper staring between the hearts and to slowly move the 

paper toward their nose.  As the paper was brought closer to their nose, the two hearts merged into one heart.  When we do good 

things for others, we move closer to God. 

Our craft for the day was to make a Valentine heart wall hanging.  The kids did a great job (see a sample on the bulletin board).   

We ended our time together with a relay race with two teams.  They had to place a wooden paint mixing stick on the top of their 

head and walk approximately 25 feet and tape of piece of a paper ruler on the door.  If the stick fell off of their head, they had to go 

back and start again.  It was a very close tie.  We all gathered to read what was on the taped together paper ruler.  The verse was 

Matthew 7:12, "Do to others what you want them to do to you," the Golden Rule.  God wants us to treat each other kindly.  When 

we're kind to others, they'll be kind to us.  Gods wants us to know that real love and treating others kindly is not trick.  

The next GKC will be Sunday, March 17th right after worship in the parlor - be sure to wear something green.  I hope to see all 

of God's Kids there and bring a friend or two.                                                  Nancy Johnson, Children's Coordinator 

LENTEN RENEWAL SERVICES  6:00PM  

Sunday, Mar 10    Speaker-Rev. Neil Bowman                                                               
Sunday, Mar 17    Speaker-Rev Jerry Rogers                                                            

Sunday, Mar 24    Speaker-Rev. David Hefner @ Shiloh Lutheran                 

Sunday, Mar 31    Speaker-Rev Dale Bost 

Sunday, April 7     Speaker-Mt Bethel UMC Youth 
 
 

Following our services we will have a time of  
fellowship and light refreshments in the Fellow-

ship Hall with the exception of Sunday, March 24. 
We are asking everyone to bring snacks or finger 

foods to be shared. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE  
             7:00PM 
Thursday, April 18  

  
 

LENTEN PROJECT 

For this year’s Lenten Project, the Wor-

ship Committee is asking that you pray 

for someone each day of the Lenten 

Season.  There are 40 days of Lent be-

ginning this year on Wednesday, 

March 6 and if you start praying on 

that day for someone-family member, 

co-worker, friend, etc, you personally 

will have prayed for forty individuals; 

40 days  that someone is being thought 

of and prayed for. As a whole church 

with 125 members praying there will be 

5000 people receiving the blessings of 

our thoughts and prayers.  What a 

Happy and Joyful Easter that will be!  

Nothing is better than prayer! 

The Worship Committee 
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JOY NEWS  
Monday, March 4 10:30AM 

  JOY will meet in the fellowship hall 
for a covered dish meal. Our program 
will be "The Homeless and How They Got 
There."  Linda Gensheimer from Greater 
Cooperative Christian Ministry will be 

our guest speaker.  

New Life Thrift Store News 

        

  New Life Thrift Store has had an amazing first 

month at our new location!  The sales and donations 

have nearly doubled!   On March 9th from 10 am – 4 

pm, our Grand Re-Opening Celebration will be held.  

In addition to having all our winter clothing on sale, 

we will also have several other merchandise specials. 

We will be selling “Meals for Missions” of hot dogs, 

chips and drinks for only $4.00 and individually 

priced home-baked goodies. Our landlord, Dan Whit-

tenberg, is donating his time and motorized train ride 

for our young guests to enjoy. 

   In other news, this local mission has continued to 

assist members of our community who are facing dif-

ficulties such as homelessness, fire, and domestic vio-

lence.  The Bethlehem Ministerial Association pastors 

have distributed clothing vouchers to several of our 

neighbors. Our youth group will be hosting a yard sale 

to raise money for their missions with the overflowing 

blessing we have received in clothing and home good 

donations.  Date TBA. 

   As we move forward and grow this mission, we are 

faced with the challenge of needing more hands that 

can serve sorting donations on Monday morning and 

volunteering during store hours Tuesday, Thursday 

and Saturday.  Please contact me if you would like to 

serve.  Holly Campbell 828-598-0707 

Together, we are  
“Faith, Hope, Love in Action” 

 
 

   Do you have old Sunday School literature, Christian 

Magazines, books or Bibles that you don’t know what to 

do with? Would you like to give them away to someone 

who’s starving to learn about God?  We have an answer 

for you.  It is called “Love Packages”.  

    In 2017 Love Packages was formed with 2 locations in 

the US-Butler, Il and Decatur, Al.  Their purpose is to 

collect Christian materials such as SS literature, Christian 

books, Bibles (new or used), magazines, Christian CD’s and 

DVD’s, daily devotionals, reference books and commen-

taries.  They DO NOT accept “Guideposts”, crafts or 

handiwork.  Once the items are collected and sorted, they 

are loaded in shipping containers and sent to places like 

Kenya, Luganda, South Africa, Indonesia and others eager 

to learn about God.   

    After hearing of this, the Ages & Stages SS Class de-

cided to look into it further.  After talking with the direc-

tor of Love Packages, Steven Schmidt, we decided that we 

would send all of our back issues of our Sunday School 

books to them.  We are opening this same opportunity to 

the other classes and congregation to join us in this pro-

ject.  If you have items from the above list and want to 

help spread God’s word, then gather up your materials, 

pack them neatly in boxes and put them in the old Sun-

day School class in back of the Fellowship Hall.  We will be 

collecting items from Sunday, March 3 until Sunday, 

April 28th. 

    It is the hope of Love Packages to send at least 20 tons 

of Christian Literature overseas each year and we can help 

them reach their goal.  So stop wasting good materials by 

throwing them away of storing them on shelves, and send 

them as “love Packages” to people eager to learn the 

word of God.  This is another mission of Love.  If you have 

questions, please call Judy Sipe at 828-612-1519. 

 

Thank you for your help! 

Ages & Stages SS Class 

 
 
 
 

lovepackages.org (to see complete origination of company) 
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                 UMYF NEWS 

The season of Lent is upon us. A season for reflection, 
preparation, fasting, and repentance. A season in which to 
focus on your personal relationship with Jesus. Our devo-
tions over the next 7 weeks will focus on just that, our per-
sonal relationships with our Lord and Savor. Our studies 
will be focused on the book of James and living a Christian 
life 24/7.  
     I hope you will all join us for Shrove Tuesday to feast 
on pancakes topped with sweet fruits or syrup and 
whipped cream before we begin Lent. Between now and 
then, please be in prayer regarding your personal Lenten 
renewal walk this year. How will you strengthen and renew 
your relationship with Christ?  
Please be in prayer for our up coming events: 
3/3: meet in the fellowship hall at 8:45 to pack lunches for 
the homeless, deliver lunches after worship, lunch and 
devotions to follow.  
3/5: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. Please be at the 
church by 5:30 to help. (Parent volunteers are needed.) 
3/10: No UMYF, meet after LRS for fellowship.  
3/17: Regular meeting @ 5pm * 
3/24: Regular meeting @ 5pm * 
3/31: Regular meeting @ 5pm * 
 4/5:  Practice for the Lenten Renewal service, time TBA  
 4/7:  Feeding the homeless and leading the last Lenten  

    Renewal Service. 
 

“Do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with 
such sacrifices God is pleased.”   Hebrew 13:16 

 
May the Lord Bless and Keep You!  
Candy Millsaps, Youth Coordinator 

 PACK 275 NEWS 
    

     Last month the Cub Scouts celebrated Scout Sunday, 

and the 4th and 5th grade boys received the God and Fami-

ly Award.  This was a six week program discussing the 

importance of having a strong family and a strong relation-

ship with God.  We would like to thank the Methodist Men 

for supporting this program financially, and thanks to Pas-

tor Dale for working with each of the scouts!  

     This month some of the scouts will brave the cold 

weather and go camping at the scout camp in Rutherford 

County.  The younger scouts plan to visit the airport and do 

some other outdoor activities.    

General Conference Communications  
 

Sunday, March 31 3:00PM  
 

Bishop Paul Leeland will be  
presenting updates regarding the  

2019 Special Session General Conference and 
what it means for the WNCC. He will be 

jointly visiting the Catawba Valley and the 
Appalachian Districts at St. Luke's UMC.  

UMW NEWS      
   The UMW met on Monday, February 11th with 13 
members present. 
    Marsha Bryant presented a program "Women In-
vesting in Shalom". Shalom speaks of completeness, 
fullness, a type of wholeness that encourages you to 
give back generously, to repay something in some 
way.  This is what United Methodist Women do in 
their support of mission for women and youth around 
the world. 
    Mission cards were given to the men that helped 
move the UMW into the new store.  Thanks so much 
to all the guys that helped. 
   The UMW are planning a busy year.  We will be 
celebrating our 150th birthday.  Also we are planning 
a Grand Re-opening for the Thrift Store on Saturday, 
March 9th, 4-10.  Drinks and cookies will be 
served.  A Food Truck was discussed.. Will need ex-
tra workers that day so if you can work, please let 
Holly know. 
   Refreshments were provided by Tammy Beard, Ava 
and Anita Bostian.        Carolyn Speagle-Treasurer  

DAYLIGHT SAVING  

TIME BEGINS  

SUNDAY, MARCH 10 

Don’t forget to set  

your clocks  

 

       UP  one hour          

Cub Scouts receive  

“God & Country” Awards 
    The UMM’s Fellowship would like to thank everyone 

who helped make our Annual Sweetheart Banquet a great 

success.  

     We were also honored to have our Cub Scout Pack 275 

with us on Sunday, February 10th, for Scout Sunday. A 

special recognition to those scouts who received their 

“God & Country” awards during the service. 

     The UMM’s Fellowship will not meet during the 

month of March. Our next regular scheduled gathering is 

set for Sunday morning, April 14th, at 7:00am in the fel-

lowship hall for breakfast, devotions, fellowship and see-

ing where God leads us. All men are invited to join us!  
Kevin Beard / Rodney Bolick 

https://wnc-email.brtapp.com/!GGhuyWFwTZpaCXHFAMlV1Er2CwsUyHmbyS4fliXYEWW9P5gPSiUivVAqeLPl0mpWw
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SAVE THE DATE  —  UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR …           
                                  APRIL 

Monday, April 1 JOY Meeting 10:30AM                            
Sunday, April 7 1 5th Sunday in Lent                                      UMYF feeding the homeless                    

                            Adult Choir Practice 4:30PM                       Lenten Renewal Service 6:00PM 

Tuesday, April 9 Worship Committee Meeting 7:00PM         

Sunday-Saturday April 14-20 Holy Week 

Sunday, April 14  Passion/Palm/Sunday, Procession of Palms 10:00AM Worship    

                             Children’s Community Easter Egg Hunt/Activities 3-5PM   

                             Easter Cantata (subject to change) 6:00PM 

Tuesday, April 16 VOW Meeting 7:00PM 

Thursday, April 18 Holy Thursday Worship 7:00PM           

Friday, April 19 CDC Closed  

Sunday, April 21 Sunrise Service @ Bethlehem Church of God-Speaker Rev. Dale Bost 6:30AM   

                             Easter Service/Flower Cross @ Mt Bethel 10AM 

Monday, April 22 CDC Closed  

Sunday, April 28 Children’s Sunday SS/Worship @ Mt. Bethel    

                             Cook-Out/Recreation at Bethlehem Park after worship       

                                                                                   

                 MAY                  

Thursday, May 2 National Day of Prayer-Community Service around flag pole at Mt. Bethel 12 Noon    

Saturday, May 4 UMM BBQ 4:00PM until (serving from trailer beginning @ 11AM) 

Monday, May  6 JOY Meeting 10:30AM 

Tuesday, May 7 CDC Teacher Appreciation Day                        

Thursday, May 9 CC Ministry Meeting 6:30PM                 

Friday, May 10 UMW sponsored “Spring Event” 6:00PM                   

Sunday, May 12 Mother’s Day Worship 10:00AM                         

Tuesday, May 14 Worship Committee 7:00PM 

Sunday, May 19 Heritage/Graduate Recognition Sunday             GKC 11:30AM 

                            Bethlehem Community Sing @ Mt Bethel UMC 6:00PM 

Tuesday, May 21 VOW Meeting 7:00PM 

Sunday, May 26 Memorial  Day Observance/Ascension Sunday  

Monday, May 27 Memorial Day Church Office/CDC closed            

                             Alexander Missional Network Meeting 6:30PM???         

PRAYER LIST                        “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication  

                                                                                               with  thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God” 
 
 
 
IIl Health—Steve & Carolyn Bolick, Sarah Moretz, Taylor Baker, Todd McAuley, Richard Speagle, R G Wilcox, Danny 

Lewis, Marty Moretz  

Home Members—Emily Armstrong, Mae Teague, Helen Sigmon, Allene Starnes, Susan Sigmon 

Cancer—Gail Sprouse, Tayne Lackey, Wayne Lowman, Mark Bolick, Melissa Bolick, George Bowman, Karen Cofer 

General Concern—Thrift Store Mission, Savanna Sigmon, Lindsey & Ann Kirby, Jonathan & Vadra Bowman, Carol 

Biss  

Military—Amber Keenan, Safety & Salvation for Military/Service People 

Surgery & Recovery—Dennis Cain, Talmage Bowman  (surgery for cancer) 

Deaths—Families of Carroll Bowman (Phyliss Little’s brother), Edward Warren Sr.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
    
     
1 Anthony & Janie Bowman 

  2 Latt & Wendy Moretz 

10 Steve & Carol Joyce 

16 Dave & Kim Privette 

20 Kenneth & Linda Coffey 

22 Jeremy & Tammi Brock 
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      AMERICAN RED CROSS   

   BLOOD DRIVE  
      Sponsored by the UMM 

               March 11, 2019      

                         3:00-7:30PM 
 

www.redcrossblood.org   
Enter sponsor code: mtbethel  

to schedule your appointment 
 

               WWW.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass   

To speed up your appointment  

(Must be done the day of your appointment).  

 Read and answer the questions , print the pass  

or email it to yourself.  

 

GIVE A PINT—SAVE A LIFE!!! 

MARCH 

         BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 Jerry Hefner 

2 Carol Joyce, Jeremy Brock, Emma Teague 

3 George Clark, Bonnie Campbell 

4 Nickey Dockery, Adam Coleman 

5 Lydia Jones, Caleb Sigman, Nathaniel Hart 

6 Thomas Penn 

7 Todd Blackburn, Hannah Jones 

8 Casey Icard 

9 Dean Bolick, Jacob Patton 

10 Phyllis Moretz 

11 Ann Reece, Chelsea Penn 

12 Barbara Baker 

15 Faye Smith 

16 Jack Starnes 

17 Reggie Davis, Sr. 

19 Katie DeBenedetto, Allene Starnes, Anthony  

            Thomas DeCenzo, Jackson Sigman 

20 Holly Sue Dockery 

22 Rodney Bolick, Pam Williamson 

23 Debra Kanupp 

24 Sandra Goble, Anthony Barnes, Holly Beck,   

            Mattie Spainhour 

25 Kellie Teague 

26 Ben Bullard, Dalton Beck, Carolyn Speagle 

27 Karen Bowman  

28 Kelsey Weygant, Solon Hefner 

29 Michael Little, Brenda Little 

30 Wayne Beard, Carla Turkett 

31 Shelia Bolick, Jason Little, Rita McAuley,  

            Linda Teague 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 
TUESDAY, MARCH 6:00PM  

Sponsored by the UMYF. Donations will be accept-

ed to support their mission of serving the homeless 

in Hickory in partnership with the Hands of God 

Ministry and their July mission trip. Please come out 

and support our youth! 

NEXT….. 
    BETHLEHEM  

COMMUNITY  SING    

               
  

  

                   Where:    MT BETHEL UMC 

                 When:      SUNDAY, MAY 19 

                 Time:      6:00PM 

http://send.redcross.org/link.cfm?r=2638783808&sid=79913512&m=10794624&u=REDCROSS1&j=33719574&s=http://www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass?utm_source=realmagnet&utm_medium=email&utm_content=body_rapidpass2&utm_campaign=BHQ_RapidPass_PreDrive_201508
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“Our Mission Statement” 

“The mission of Mt Bethel United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by proclaiming 
the good news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor.  We  

believe that the heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry of outreaching love.  Together, we seek  
to be the expression of the mind and mission of Christ by living our daily lives in light of our                        

relationship with God.” 


